
 

A program about Abigail based on I Samuel 25 
by Chris Grabert, Mahoning Valley District President 

 

This program can be done with Abigail’s part in first person in character dress and 

a modern-day narrator as is written here.  Or it can be two modern persons, one 

reading the Biblical account and Abigail’s part being written and read in third 

person. 

 

Narrator:  We meet Abigail in I Samuel 25.  Abigail’s name means “whose father 

is joy” and her boldness results in her becoming King David’s wife.   Here is her 

story. 

 

Abigail:  I had an arranged marriage to Nabal, an older man with money and 

importance.  However he was a cruel bully, a drunkard and was widely feared and 

disliked.   Nabal’s name means “foolish or senseless.”  We were not a good match 

but I was determined to make the best of a difficult situation. 

 

Narrator:  Nabal had not noticed that David and his men had been protecting his 

shepherds.  When David’s camp started to run out of food, David sent ten 

messengers to Nabal.  The messengers told Nabal about how they had been 

protecting his shepherds and then asked for provisions, but Nabal refused them.  He 

even screamed at them. Nabal’s actions deeply insulted David and he responded by 

preparing to slaughter all of Nabal’s men. 

 

Abigail:  A young shepherd came to me with panic in his eyes; he was terrified.  

Some 400 warriors were on their way to kill every male in Nabal’s household.  The 

shepherd boy came to me to come up with a plan to save them.  Nabal did not know 

who David was but I did.  David was the faithful servant of Jehovah whom Samuel 

the profit had anointed, revealing David as God’s choice to succeed Saul as King. 

 

Narrator:  Gathering together a quantity of food and wine, sufficient, she thought, 

for David’s immediate need, Abigail rode out on a donkey and at a covert of a hill 

met David and his men.  And what a momentous meeting it turned out to be.  With 

discreet tact Abigail averted David’s just anger over Nabal’s insult to his messengers 

by placing at David’s feet food for his hungry men. 

 



Abigail:  Before long, I met up with David and his men.  I descended from my 

donkey and humbled myself before David.  I poured out my heart at length, making 

a powerful plea for mercy on behalf of my husband and my household.  I took 

responsibility for the problem and asked David to forgive me personally.  I 

realistically acknowledged that my husband was as senseless as his name implied, 

perhaps suggesting that it would be beneath David’s dignity to chastise such a man. 

Further, I boldly urged David not to take any action that might bring bloodguilt upon 

him or that might later cause him to have a guilty conscience.  And how did David 

respond?  He accepted what I had brought and said, “Blessed be Jehovah the God of 

Israel who has sent you this day to meet me!  And blessed be your sensibleness and 

blessed be you who have restrained me this day from entering into bloodguilt.”  

David praised me for boldly hastening to meet him and told me, “Go up in peace to 

your house; I have listened to your voice. 

 

Narrator:  The next day, Abigail told Nabal everything that she had done.  

Thankfully, God spared her from Nabal’s wrath.  Nabal immediately suffered a heart 

attack and died and David lost no time in asking Abigail to be his wife.  Abigail 

became David’s third wife and bore him a son.  Abigail had bold faith.  We can 

never gauge the effect of our words and actions.  Abigail stepped out boldly and 

rescued her household.  United Methodist Women have exhibited bold faith for 150 

years and have witnessed the power that comes from that boldness. 

 
Read more: https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/bible-character-study-on-abigail/#ixzz5TD7O8JXz 
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